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What makes a good project? 
•  What makes a good digital project? 

•  (Does adding the digital make a difference?) 



What makes a good project? 
• My suggestions: 

•  Clearly-defined goals 
•  Contributes in some way to existing knowledge 



When are digital objects scholarly 
objects? 
•  “Mark Sample has asked, ‘When does anything—service, 

teaching, editing, mentoring, coding—become 
scholarship? My answer is simply this: a creative or 
intellectual act becomes scholarship when it is public 
and circulates in a community of peers that evaluates 
and builds upon it’. It isn’t whether something is written, 
or can be described linguistically, that determines whether 
critical thought went into it and scholarly utility comes out 
of it: it’s the appropriateness of the form to the argument, 
and the availability of that argument to discussion and 
evaluation in the scholarly community.” 
•  Amanda Visconti, 

http://www.literaturegeek.com/experimental-editions/  



Digital & Analog Projects 



Digital & Analog Projects 
• Do digital projects have more impact than non-digital 

projects? 

• What is a non-digital project? 

• Are digital methods the best approach? 

•  Is one method enough? 



Corpus linguistics and DH 
• Corpus projects are digital endeavors. 
•  Preparation: Text compilation & collection 
•  Preparation: Text encoding 
•  Analysis: keywords, collocation, clusters, ngrams… 
•  Analysis: close-reading examples in a concordance line 
•  Analysis: making intuitive visualizations of data (graphs/tables) 
 



DH and corpus linguistics 
• Many of the same skill sets needed! 

•  Organization, compilation, encoding, analysis 



corpus linguistics | digital humanities 
• Regular expressions, text (pre)processing, xml 

encoding… 
• Making and reading graphs, statistical methods… 

 



Digital Humanities Projects  
• Guiding questions: 

•  Would these projects work as corpus linguistics projects? 
•  Why/why not? 

•  What can we as corpus linguists offer digital humanities projects? 
•  What can the digital humanities offer corpus linguistics projects? 



DISCLAIMER 
• We’re going to discuss a bunch of DH projects 

•  We’re going off what I personally know about them, based on the 
projects’ various web presences 

• Not chosen to be representative of all DH work 
•  A range of projects, with a range of goals 

• Each project has, at some point, self-identified as a DH 
project 



Textal, http://textal.org UCL, London, UK 



Map of Early Modern London, University of Victoria, BC (Canada) 
http://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/map.htm 
 



Map of Early Modern London, University of Victoria, BC (Canada) 
http://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/map.htm 



Map of Early Modern London, University of Victoria, BC (Canada) 
http://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/map.htm 
 
 
 



Virtual St Paul’s Cross Project 
 

http://vpcp.chass.ncsu.edu/ North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC (USA) 



Atlas of Early Printing, UIowa, Iowa, USA http://atlas.lib.uiowa.edu/   



Atlas of Early Printing, UIowa, Iowa, USA http://atlas.lib.uiowa.edu/   



Bess of Hardwick’s Letters, University of Glasgow, UK 
 http://www.bessofhardwick.org/  



Infectious Texts: Viral Networks in 19th Century Newspapers,  
Northeastern University, Boston (USA)   
http://www.viraltexts.org/gexf-js-master/index.html  



Infectious Texts: Viral Networks in 19th Century Newspapers, Northeastern 
University, Boston (USA)
http://www.viraltexts.org/gexf-js-master/index.html  



6 Degrees of Francis Bacon, 
sixdegreesoffrancisbacon.com/  

Carnegie Mellon 
University 
(Pittsburgh, USA); 
Georgetown University 
(Washington DC, USA) 



6 Degrees of Francis Bacon sixdegreesoffrancisbacon.com/  
Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh, USA); 
Georgetown University (Washington DC, USA) 
 
(zoom: http://www.andrew.cmu.edu/user/lawrencw/SDFB3Filter.png)  



Visible Prices, Paige C. Morgan http://scalar.usc.edu/works/visible-prices  



Visible Prices, Paige C. Morgan http://scalar.usc.edu/works/visible-prices  



Visible Prices, Paige C. Morgan http://scalar.usc.edu/works/visible-prices  



http://NINES.org  
(University of Virginia, USA)  



Juxta Commons, an offshoot of NINES: http://juxtacommons.com  



Significant themes in 19thC Literature 

Jockers, M. and Mimno, D., (2013). “Significant Themes in 19th Century Literature”.  
 Poetics. 41:6. 750-769 



Significant themes in 19thC Literature 

Jockers, M. and Mimno, D., (2013). “Significant Themes in 19th Century Literature”.  
 Poetics. 41:6. 750-769 



Prototyping A Digital Edition of 
the Little Gidding Harmonies. 

Whitney Trettien  
http://whitneyannetrettien.com/

littlegidding/  
 



Can we use these approaches? 
• How can these be implemented with corpus linguistics? 

•  Should they be? 



Are there Digital Humanities-specific 
methods? 











Data analysis (a subcategory) according to
http://www.arts-humanities.net/ictguides/methods  

• Collating 
• Collocating 
• Content Analysis 
• Content-Based Image Retrieval 
• Content-Based sound retrieval 
• Data mining 
•  Image feature measurement 
•  Image segmentation 
• Motion analysis 
• Overlaying 
• Parsing 
• Record Linkages 

• Searching & Querying 
• Spatial Data Analysis 
• Statistical Analysis 
• Stemmatics 
• Stylometrics 
•  Text mining 
• Visualization 



Corpus linguistics and DH: revisited 
• What can corpus linguistics get out of digital humanities? 
• What can digital humanities get out of corpus linguistics? 



Where do we go from here? 



Macroanalysis (Jockers 2013, 12) 
“The streets of this ‘new’ world are paved with gold and the 
colonizers have arrived […] Scholarly thinking about the 
digital has been brought about because of the very 
simple fact that digital objects, digital data stores, and 
digital libraries in particular have become both large 
and easily accessible. We have built it, and they are 
coming. […] Do video game analysis and stylometry really 
make good bedfellows? Probably not; these are entirely 
different threads.* Understanding how we got to this point 
of free-loving digital humanities is useful not simply as a 
matter of disciplinary history but as a way of 
contextualizing and understanding the methods and 
results.” 



Do we have a case of this? 



Macroanalysis (Jockers 2013, 12) 
* “Just so it is clear, I am a big fan of the ‘big tent’ or the ‘big 
umbrella’, if you will […] In the spirit of the Summer of Love, 
we donned tie-dyed shirts and let a thousand DH flowers 
bloom. We love our DH colleagues one and all. […] We do 
different things in DH; we are vast.” 



Where does Finland fit in all of this? 
• Many of the projects presented today are North 
American 
•  This is NOT to say that the UK and EU don’t have 

thriving DH projects (they do) 
•  AHRC, ESRC, JISC (UK) 
•  European Research Council, HERA, EADH 
•  Mellon Foundation, Digging Into Data  



Where does VARIENG fit in all this? 
•  VARIENG stands for the Research Unit for the Study of 

Variation, Contacts and Change in English. It also stands for 
innovative thinking and team work in English corpus linguistics 
and the study of language variation and change.  
 

•  VARIENG members study the English language, its uses and 
users, both today and in the past. We are interested in how 
language is situated in social, cognitive, textual and discourse 
contexts, and produced in speaker interaction; how language 
varies and changes in meaning and structure; and how change 
is connected with language typology.  

http://www.helsinki.fi/varieng/  



Big Tent Digital Humanities? 



How do we put DH + CL together? 
(Do we want to?) 



What we’ve covered: 
• Pros, cons, possibilities, limitations 
• Digital humanities and/or corpus linguistics 
• Corpus linguistics and/or digital humanities 



What do we think are further directions? 





Thank you! 


