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What makes a good project?

- What makes a good digital project?

- (Does adding the digital make a difference?)



What makes a good project?

- My suggestions:
- Clearly-defined goals
- Contributes in some way to existing knowledge



When are digital objects scholarly
objects?

“‘Mark Sample has asked, ‘When does anything—service,
teaching, editing, mentoring, coding—become
scholarship? My answer is simply this: a creative or
intellectual act becomes scholarship when it is public
and circulates in a community of peers that evaluates
and builds upon it’. It isn't whether something is written,
or can be described linguistically, that determines whether
critical thought went into it and scholarly utility comes out
of it: it's the appropriateness of the form to the argument,
and the availability of that argument to discussion and
evaluation in the scholarly community.”

Amanda Visconti,
http://www.literaturegeek.com/experimental-editions/
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Digital & Analog Projects




B
Digital & Analog Projects

- Do digital projects have more impact than non-digital
projects?

- What is a non-digital project?
- Are digital methods the best approach?

- Is one method enough?



Corpus linguistics and DH

- Corpus projects are digital endeavors.
Preparation: Text compilation & collection
Preparation: Text encoding
Analysis: keywords, collocation, clusters, ngrams...
Analysis: close-reading examples in a concordance line
Analysis: making intuitive visualizations of data (graphs/tables)



DH and corpus linguistics

- Many of the same skill sets needed!
- Organization, compilation, encoding, analysis



corpus linguistics | digital humanities

- Regular expressions, text (pre)processing, xml
encoding...

- Making and reading graphs, statistical methods...



Digital Humanities Projects

- Guiding questions:
- Would these projects work as corpus linguistics projects?
- Why/why not?
- What can we as corpus linguists offer digital humanities projects?
- What can the digital humanities offer corpus linguistics projects?



B
DISCLAIMER

- We're going to discuss a bunch of DH projects

- We’re going off what | personally know about them, based on the
projects’ various web presences

- Not chosen to be representative of all DH work
- A range of projects, with a range of goals

- Each project has, at some point, self-identified as a DH
project



Textal, http://ftextal.org UCL, London, UK
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WHAT IS THE AGAS MAP?

Civitas Londinum is a bird’s-eye view of London first printed from woodblocks in about 1561. Widely known as the
“Agas map,” from a spurious attribution to surveyor Ralph Agas (c.1540-1621), the map offers a richly detailed view both
of the buildings and streets of the city and of its environment. No copies survive from 1561, but a modified version was
printed in 1633. In the later version of the map, the Stuart coat of arms replaces the Elizabethan one, and the Royal
Exchange, which opened in 1571, occupies the triangle created by the convergence of Threadneedle and Cornhill Streets.

Click on a square to zoom in.

Map of Early Modern London, University of Victoria, BC (Canada)
http://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/map.htm
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Date | Sender | Recipient | Place

1550s (7 letters)

Search the Letters: [Your keyword |

1560s (31 letters)

1570s (74 letters)

1580s (52 letters)

1590s (18 letters)

1600s (52 letters)
Letters written in the 1580s

[1580]

[1580s]

17 Jan 1580

13 May 1580

21 Jun 1580

16 Jul [15807]

3 Aug [1580s7]

11 Sep 1580

10 Oct 1580

31 Jan 1581

Letter ID: 185 (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=185)
From: Bess of Hardwick P (Chelsea, London, Greater London P)

To: Mary Talbot »
Date: [1580]

Summary: Bess (countess of Shrewsbury) writes to her daughter, Mary Talbot (née
Cavendish), with news that 'my sister Snow is dispatched from the court and gone into the
country; and that her own bodily pains (which she thinks are made worse by ‘moist weather’)
are somewhat better now.

Letter Details

Diplomatic version | Normalised version | PDF | XML | Image | Transcribe |

To my Loueng daughter the Lady Talbott / / /

Swete harte, I harde this day from my sonne parponnte as you may
parseue by his Letter;, my systar snowe ys dysspached from the courte
and gon into the contrie no doubte ther was some deuise vsed to her to
doe as she hath done, I am glad she ys dysspached; but I can say no
more then nan baynton tels me, that she was at London and ys gon into

Bess of Hardwick’s Letters, University of Glasgow, UK
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/
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Infectious Texts: Viral Networks in 19t Century Newspapers,
Northeastern University, Boston (USA)
http://www.viraltexts.org/gexf-js-master/index.html
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6 Degrees of Francis Bacon,
sixdegreesoffrancisbacon.com/

Carnegie Mellon
University

(Pittsburgh, USA);
Georgetown University
(Washington DC, USA)
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Declaration - final - Project Gutenberg
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The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to
assume, among the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to
which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 'f1 among
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed, That whenever any Form of Government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such
principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind are more
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design
to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to
throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future
security. —-Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is
now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of
Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment
of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted

A Declaration of the Representatives of the UNITED STATES OF -
AMERICA, in General Congress assembled.

When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for a people to
advance from that subordination in which they have hitherto remained, & to
assume among the powers of the earth the equal & independant station to
which the laws of nature & of nature’s god entitle them, a decent respect to
the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which
impel them to the change.

We hold these truths to be sacred & undeniable; that all men are created
equal & independant, that from that equal creation they derive rights

T T THEIE, among which are the preservation of life, & liberty,
& the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these ends, governments are
instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed; that whenever any form of government shall become destructive
of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, & to
institute new government, laying it’s foundation on such principles &
organising it’s powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to
effect their safety & happiness. prudence indeed will dictate that
governments long established should not be changed for light & transient
causes: and accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more
disposed to suffer while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. but when a long train of
abuses & usurpations, begun at a distinguished period, & pursuing
invariably the same object, evinces a design to subject them to arbitrary
power it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government & to
provide new guards for their future security. such has been the patient
sufferance of these colonies; & such is now the necessity which constrains
them to expunge their former systems of government. the history of his
present majesty, is a history of unremitting injuries and usurpations, among v
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Prototyping A Digital Edition of
the Little Gidding Harmonies.
Whitney Trettien
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Can we use these approaches?

- How can these be implemented with corpus linguistics?
- Should they be?



Are there Digital Humanities-specific
methods?
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Methods

Methods refer to the computational methods used by artist and humanists. Computational methods are defined as the following:

1. The term 'method’ broadly denotes all the techniques and tools that are used to gain new knowledge in the various academic fields which constitute

the arts and humanities.

2. Amethod is a computational one if it is either based on ICT (i.e. database technology), or critically dependent on it (i.e. statistical analysis).
3. As the initial version of the database focuses on projects involved in the creation of digital resources, the taxonomy focuses on computational methods

used for the creation, analysis and dissemination of such resources.

The Taxonomy was originally created by the AHDS and development is now be taking forward through a community, led by arts-humanities.net.

Home

Methods

Method Categories

Communication and collaboration

Ways of working with your fellow researchers, both locally and at a distance, such as video conferencing or
sharing electronic documents.

Data analysis

Extraction of information, knowledge or meaning from a digital resource, using techniques such as searching
and querying or feature measurement.

Data capture

Converting analogue information into raw digital data ("digitisation"). Examples include the recognition of
printed text, geophysical surveying or digital photography.

Data publishing and dissemination

Presentation and dissemination / communication of results and findings, using techniques such as desktop
publishing or website design.

Data structuring and enhancement

Organising data captured from one or various sources into a uniform structure (such as a database), or
augmenting digital information (e.g. enhancing a digital image).

Practice-led research

Practice-led research techniques used for creating digital content such as illustrations, photographs, musical
compositions or animations.

Strategy and project management

The planning, organisation and monitoring of ICT-based projects, focusing upon issues such as data security,
risk analysis and system usability.

Communication and collaboration back to the top

User menu

Log out




Data analysis (a subcategory) according to
http://www.arts-humanities.net/ictguides/methods

Collating

Collocating

Content Analysis
Content-Based Image Retrieval
Content-Based sound retrieval
Data mining

Image feature measurement
Image segmentation

Motion analysis

Overlaying

Parsing

Record Linkages

Searching & Querying
Spatial Data Analysis
Statistical Analysis
Stemmatics
Stylometrics

Text mining
Visualization



Corpus linguistics and DH: revisited

- What can corpus linguistics get out of digital humanities?
- What can digital humanities get out of corpus linguistics?



Where do we go from here?



Macroanalysis (Jockers 2013, 12)

“The streets of this ‘new’ world are paved with gold and the
colonizers have arrived [...] Scholarly thinking about the
digital has been brought about because of the very
simple fact that digital objects, digital data stores, and
digital libraries In particular have become both large
and easily accessible. We have built it, and they are
coming. [...] Do video game analysis and stylometry really
make good bedfellows? Probably not; these are entirely
different threads.* Understanding how we got to this point
of free-loving digital humanities is useful not simply as a
matter of disciplinary history but as a way of
contextualizing and understanding the methods and
results.”



Do we have a case of this?
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Macroanalysis (Jockers 2013, 12)

*“Just so it is clear, | am a big fan of the ‘big tent’ or the ‘big
umbrella’, if you will [...] In the spirit of the Summer of Love,
we donned tie-dyed shirts and let a thousand DH flowers
bloom. We love our DH colleagues one and all. [...] We do
different things in DH; we are vast.”



Where does Finland fit in all of this?

- Many of the projects presented today are North
American
- This is NOT to say that the UK and EU don’t have
thriving DH projects (they do)
- AHRC, ESRC, JISC (UK)

- European Research Council, HERA, EADH
- Mellon Foundation, Digging Into Data



Where does VARIENG fit in all this?

VARIENG stands for the Research Unit for the Study of
Variation, Contacts and Change in English. It also stands for
Innovative thinking and team work in English corpus linguistics
and the study of language variation and change.

VARIENG members study the English language, its uses and
users, both today and in the past. We are interested in how
language is situated in social, cognitive, textual and discourse
contexts, and produced in speaker interaction; how language
varies and changes in meaning and structure; and how change
Is connected with language typology.

http://www.helsinki.fi/varieng/
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Big Tent Digital Humanities?
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How do we put DH + CL together?

(Do we want to?)



What we’ve covered:

- Pros, cons, possibilities, limitations
- Digital humanities and/or corpus linguistics
- Corpus linguistics and/or digital humanities



What do we think are further directions?
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Thank you!



